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SYNOPSIS

The small East Texas town of Coreyville is shaken by brutal murders and
kidnappings, striking too close to home for Greg Tenorly. And the only
witness is a mentally ill neighbor whose remarks arerejected by the police
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statements, and later realizes that they just might contain enough clues to

point him in the direction of the Killer.

But his investigation leads him into aET OT A0 O 1T A0SO 1T £ A
grudges, jealousy, and greed. Now, caught in the crossfire between two
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By morning, more bodies will be headed for the morgue. The only question
is whether Greg Tenorly will be among them.
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HIDEAWAY HOSPITAL MURDERS

BY ROBERTBURTON ROBINSON

Chapter 1
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Judy always transferred it to a fancyplate and prepared a small salad ad a

bowl of applesauce to go alongideit.
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It was the only good thing about her failing memory. She could watch
reruns of Murder She Wroteover and over again. They were all new to her.

The doorbell rang.
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Nurse Judy walked down the hallway to the front door.It was a nurse.
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Judy led her to the phone.Carnie picked up the receiverand began to dial.

But as Judy turned to walk away,Carnie slammed the phone across the

back of her head.

Nurse Judy collapsed to the floor, unconscious.
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Carnie scoured the living room, kitchen, and other rooms for valuables but
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came in.
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Martha picked up the remote and muted the TV.
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Carnie walked out of the room.



Good, thought Martha. The young criminal would soon exit the back door.

But then she heard her rummaging around in the kitchen. Then silence.
Carnie came back carrying a large butcher knife.
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Carnie only waited three seconds ér a reply. When none came, she
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Carnie released her hand.

Martha clamped her wrist with her left hand to try to stop the bleeding.
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it broke, jumping back as the pieces fell to the floor. O7 EAOB8 O ¢
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Martha told her.

Carnie got the safe open and found some very nice pieces of jewelry, which
she slid into her bag.
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dropped on the floor.



Martha was too scared to say a word. She just wanted this horrible woman
to leave her house. She was afraid to think about what had happened to
Nurse Judy.

Carnie held up the knife and turned it to reflect the light from the table
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Carnie grasped- AOOEAGS6 O A&l OAE A A Aandxshasiked iEdkep 1 A
into the pillow as she thrust the knife in an ypward motion through

- A O O EmaBddnien, piercing her heart. She yanked out the knife ad
casually walked away, as the blood gushed out, forming red pools on each
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When Carnie walked into the living room, she saw Nurse Judy crading to
the front door.

Just as the nurse reached fothe doorknob and tried to stand up, she felt a
sharp pain in her back She quckly lost strength and slumped down on the
floor.

Carnie ripped the knife out of her back and kicked her body over.
Nurse Judy lay sprawled across the living room floor.

Carnie smiled at the nurse, as she sat down on top of her. Be forced the
knife ET OT  ¢hé&sAdib@lpand repeatedlyuntil she saw the pain leave
her face, and the life go out of hereyes.

No witnesses,she thought. Just like Grandma taught her.
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It was their first official date. Greg Tenorly and Cynthia Blockerman had
been through quite an ordeal together? being hunted by police for the
murder of her abusive husband while they ran from thereal killer.

But all that was behind them now. All charges against them had been
dropped, and CyntE EA8 O EOOAAT A E A Ahe Aihoksl wouldO O E
have died down eventually if they had gone their separate ways.



They could feel the stares as they walked totteir table. Greg had requested
the most private booth, way in the back. Corewille Pasta House was the
oldest Italian restaurant in town. And still the best. Mama Castilla had run
the place for over thirty years. She had taken ovefor her grandfather in
1973 A sign on the wall said so.

Cynthia ordered the Fettuccini Alfredo. Greg went with his favorite, the
Chicken Parmesan. Both ordered iced tea and salad. The bread and olive olil
with roasted garlic and pepper came with every meal. Greg could not resist
great bread. And this was the best.He tore off a chunk as soonas the
waitress delivered it. Cynthia would wait for the salad.
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Cynthia smiled and Greg momentarily forgot all about the amazing aroma

in the restaurant. All he wanted to do was kiss herBut that would have to
wait. So, his hunger came rushingback.

#Ul OEEA8O0 i1 1T A OOO01T AA OAOEI 668 0O) Al
I OAI

E
All Ui O Oii AOEET ¢80

Greg wondered if he had done something wrongHe could fix it? whatever

it was.
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Greg walked Cynthia to her front door.
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would hold off on telling her he loved her. Although, what he had just said
was dangerously close, he thoughtHe just AEAT 8 O x AT O EAO Ol

Cynthia gave him a smile that turned him to mush as she movedin close,
ready for contact.

As he lowered his headto give her a light kiss, he imagined her mother
peeping through the window. How would they have any privacy if she
moved in? But then OEA x AOI OE Tlip& beyanitd meékt A O
inhibitions , and made him forget all about her mother. He stepped in as he
pulled her gently toward his body. That sent a million little turned-on
messengers screamindo his brain all at once.



He would later realizethat EQ x 1T O1 AT 80O | AOOAO thayl
were kissing. You dord O A A Odhythind\dIs®i® the world when UT O 8
completely out of your mind with ecstasy.

Cynthia was like a drug. And Gregwas alreadyaddicted.
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Chapter 2
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It was Saturday morning and Greg and Cynthia were getting into his red
1965 Pontiac Bonneville convertible.
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point. That would be great, | think. They have plenty of fun activities for
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Marshall is one of those towns that reminds you of its higory everywhere
you look. It was founded in 1844 four years before Texas became a state.
By 1860, it had become the fourth largest city in Texa That was in the day
when the riverboat was the king of transportation. Before the U.S. Corps of
Engineers dropped the water level in Big Cypress Bayou. Before the railroad
came.

The current population of Marshall is about 25,000. The city has two

outstanding small colleges: Wiley College, primarily a black school,
affiliated with the United Methodist Church, and East Texas Baptist
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Just likeyou did? Greg wondered.

Before they even gepped onto the front porch, Beverly Sonora had walked
out the door to greet them.

Greg could see where Cyntka got her red hair and her goodlooks.
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Greg offered to shake her hand, btishe hugged himinstead.
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Cynthia hugged and kissed her mother.
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As they entered the house, Greg was overwhelmed by the aroma of roast
beef with carrots and potatoes, geen-bean caserole and apple cobbler.
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Beverly had set a beautifultable for the three of them. And Greg wanted to
display his best manners. But everything was so delicious he could have

easily piggedout. The conversation saved him from embarrassing himself.
Every other bite had to be postponed briefly to answer a questin.
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Greg wondered how he would ever lose weight now. If he ate this way
every dayfor a year he would double in size.
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Greg was surprised at how Cynthia got right to the point.
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and winked at Greg.
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O- 008 <3limkdn,@Averly, this is fantastic.Everything was delicious.
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The Marshall police were looking for the killer, but they had no evidence or
witnesses. The cas would go cold in a hurry.

Carnie was realy to check out of her room? not because of any fear of
getting caught? just from boredom8 3 EA EAAT 80 OI 1 A OE.
but had plenty of cashanyway.

Carnie flipped open her cell phone and dialed.
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But Carnie had already hung up

It was hard to believe that her sister, Carsie, had wormed her way into the
heart of the wealthy doctor. Sis had a lot more patience than she did. She
would have just slit his throat and skipped town with his fortune. Surely

# AOOEA EAAfa@rOin 16vA Qith Ahle iné¥d. Maybe her biological
clock had started ticking too loud to ignore.

Carsie was about to turn 31, and Carnie was only a year behind her. But
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babies. Anything she needed she would get for herself, thank you very
much.

But it would be hysterical to x AOAE #AOOEA Cci OEOT OC¢
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dress? If the color of the dress indtates the purity of the bride, maybe she
should go with midnight black.

The two sisters had been qite a handful for their grandmother. She had
taken them in after their parents died. Grandma felt so sorry about the girls
losing their parents that she let them get away with murder? literally.

Carsie had cried herself to sleep one night afterdiscovering that her
AT UEOEAT A xAO AEAAOQCET C 11 EAO8 4EA
him dead on the sidewalk in front of his house. He had been stabbed in the
chest and his genitals had been amputated.

The doctor would treat Carsie right, or little sis would make him sorry. She
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about it doing those kinds of things though. The more she thought about
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restrain herself.



But Carsie should 6 © AOAT [ AOOUunwdiEhj, sie@idughe £ E
Would be a badelor party for the fine doctor? If so, she should be there to
observe his behavior. Mape she could pa off the jump-out-of-the-cake

girl, and do it herself. She could pull it of with a good disguise. If the Doc

got fresh with her she could just take care of him right there. One quick
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walk away.

Yes, she would protect her sister. And have fun doing it.



Chapter 3
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married Dr. Mobley. But the wedding was only a week away. Carnie knew

very little about the doctor. But she knew all she neededto know? he was

rich.

She drove into Coreyville on FM2208 and then went south on Highway
450. The Mobley property was hree miles outside of town. The Georgian
style home sat in the center of a 1,20@&cre plot that was inhabited mostly
by pine trees.

There was a security gate near the front end of the long, winding driveway
that led to the house. The gate was hidden by a couple of strategically
placed hairpin turns. It was almost impossible to make the 12@legree turn
onto the driveway from the north.

Carnie was five miles out of Coeyville when she realizedshe must have
missed the entrance. She made a 4urn and headed back north. This time
it was easy to spot the driveway. However, it seemed to deadnd into the
tall trees. But she turned onto it anyway. When she reached the end of the
road, she saw that it was not really the end. The road actually turned sharp
to the left. Then sharp to the right. The gate was closed, butshe saw the
intercom on the left side of the road.

Fancy, she thought.

She drove up closeand pushed the button. After about thirty seconds, she
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The half-mile drive from the gate to the house had many curves, hills and
valleys. Carnie could only imagine that whoever put in the driveway had

taken the path of leag resistance through the trees. Finally the road

straightened out, and she could see the house. The ground sloped upward
as she approached her sister, who was standingut front.

It was a two-story house, with a walk-out basement. It had been built by |
the AT AOT 060 COAT AEZAOEAOh - EI OOAAA -TA
in 1976. With its huge pillars, it reminded Carnie of a courthouse.
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They drove past the threecar garage,and then took another left, around to

a little parking lot concealed behind the trees. The two walked across the
parking lot and along the walkway between the trees to the house. Carsie

led her sister across the terrace and into the recreation room. There was a
billiard table in the center of the room.
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Carsie led her into the adjoining room.
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Carsie grabbed a couple of beers out of the fridge.
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Carsieled her through a short hallway into the Media Room. There were

two levels of theater seats facing a wall at the far end that acted as a screen

for the projector mounted on the ceiling. Carsie pick up a remote and
turned it on. The pictu re was huge and incredibly clear.
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always went by L. Mobley even in first grade. For the first couple of years,



schoolteachers called him Mr. Mobley. TR EEAO ABWdt® Gall ET 1
him. They kind of avoided him? OET OCEO EA xAO xAEOA86
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him to play basketball. And he got pretty good at it. So the kidsstarted to
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mother. She still calls him Lilman. But it worked out great since he became
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Carsie took Carnie to the bedroom that was just off the Pub Room.
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But Carnie was not joking.
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Macy peeked in, expecting to see Mallie Mae irher favorite chair. Instead,
she was standing at a front window, staring at the sky. The matriarch spent
most of her time in her bedroom these days. She had everything she
needed right there. The room was spacious and beautifly furnished. And
Macy wasready to jump at her command.
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The 75year-old Mallie Mae Mobley loved Macy like the daughter she never
had.
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Macy walked over to pick up the tray.
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Macy tried not to smile.
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me. | wanted him to be a surgeon, you know. | had planned it since he was
a little boy. He could have been aworldA1T AOO OOOCAT 1 806

Macy had heard this story nearly every day since she took the job as a
personal aide fifteen years earlier, after Mallie Mae had taken a fall and
broken her leg.

Macy had grown up in Kilgore, graduated from the two-year nursing
program at Kilgore College, and joined the staff at Coreyville General
Hospital as a Licensed Vocational Nurse. Two years later, she had doubled
her salary by going to work for the Mobleys.



She fell in love with EImo early on, and dreamed tha her life would turn
out just like the lives of the women in her favorite romance novels.
Eventually he would fall for her, and they would get married and live
happily ever after. But it was taking much longer than she had expected.
Then Carsie Slithersbne came into the picture.

Macy started listening to Mallie Mae again.
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would have turned out differently. He despised me all the way through
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wrong way. Maybe this sister of hers will acailentally tip him off to what
EA6O CAOOEIT ¢ EEI OAl £ ET 01 8 &OT1I xEA
# AOOEAS8OG

O02AAT 1 Ueo

O4EAOGBO xEAO )sée®ld stayel Aitylk dor d7tihedel ybars. At

first I thought he was just being very picky. And | thought that was good.
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Macy had heard this speech many times. But tAEAT 8 O AT OEAO
since she always thought EImo would marryher some day.
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Chapter 4
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down on the couch next to Cynthia.
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Greg loaded the DVD and started up the movie.
Cynthia had the popcorn ready to go.
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By the end of the film, they both had watery eyes.
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Greg started to kiss her,and then 001 DPAA8 O" OO xEAO E/
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She grabbed him by the shoulders and kissed him hard on the lipsO3 OE 1 1
x AT O O AA . AAsggon. OEA OAEA xEOE

Greg pulled her close and started a kiss. After a few seconds, he was about
to pull away when Cynthia took over for a while. Then Greg again. It went
back and forth. He hoped Cynthia would keep him in check, because he
was feeling more out of control by the second.
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thought. Could they still make out on the couch like this? Not likely.
Beverly could walk in on them at any moment if she lived there. Greg was
committed to having no OA@ 1T OOOEAA 1T &£ | AOOEACAN
body and passionate kissing were tempting him to the limit. He was in

danger of going on autopilot. His body could explain it all to his brain later.

Oh, by the way, Brain, earlier tonight | took over for youand made wild,
crazy love to Cynthia. She was on autopildbo8 ) O xAO COAAOS
mind. Signed, Your Body. P.S. | forgot to ask if you wanted to use protection.
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with her sexy daughter. But what if he and Cynthia were making out athis
house?
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nearly 11:00. She closed the door and started to go back to her room across
the hall. She was halfway through ardé AT AA T 1T OAi 8 " OO0 (A

oatmeal raisin cookies werecalling to her.

She walked down the stairs to the kitchen and put a few cookies on a plate.
Then she poured a glass of milk. She watkered what Elmo was doing. Was
he in the Media Room with Casie? Their Media Room? Before EImo and
Carsie got together, EImo and Macy used to spend hours almost every
night in that room. Some nights he had almost kissed her.

She left her milk and cookies on the kitchen counter and went down
another flight of stairs, which came out in the Recreation Room. Macy
could hear the sound of the TV coming from Media Room. She tiptoed to
the open doorway and peeked in. There she wasthat conniving slut?
sitting where Macy should have been. How could EImo have replaced her



like that? She thought he had been falling in love withher. How could she
have been so wrong? But it could still happen if that woman would just
go away.
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office. That should take a little pressure off. If | need to be out for a day or
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hands on the sides of his head and snuggled it in between her breasts.
Then she began to slide her body slowly toward and then away from his
crotch. And again. And again.
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Macy had seen more than enough. She would try to erase that last few
seconds from her memory. She and EImo would still get together.
Somehow.



She had been so busy watching the doctor and his brid¢o-be, that she had

not even noticed Carnie, who was sittingacross from her in the dark Pub
Room, sipping her Vodka Tonic. The light from the TV shown through

- AAUG O £l Ei OU CIT x InjsyingttheGih&udtte &f Adk fird, A AT
shapely body standing in the doorway.

Carnie admired a well-toned body? male or female. She loved the feel of

the smooth, tight skin. Sometimes it made her want to rip off her clothes

and have sex. Other times she just wanted to slash that beautiful skin with

a razor blade. Once she got a taste, her lust for the flesh was ravenous,
whethAO T AEET C 17T OA OF EO8T O i OOEI AOET |

She strained her eyes to watch, as Macy moved out of the light, and
became a dark ghost moving across the room to the stairs. It would be so
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Macy brushed the cookie crumbsoff the edge of her bed and into her hand.
A couple of tiny bits of cookie fell between her fingers and onto the floor.
She got down on hands and knees and studied the carpet at very close
range, retrieving every morsel. The maid service vacuumed twice aeek,
but that was no excuse for sloppiness.

She went into the bathroom and brushed her teeth for a full three minutes.
Then she flossed. Then she flossed again. She brushed her perfect thick,
shoulder-length brown hair until all of the tangles were gone. Then she
brushed it another thirty times.

Macy eyed the paperback adoringly as she approached her bed. She had
read fifty more pages while enjoying her cookies. The characters in her
OTT ATAA T1T0A1T 6 xAOA EAO AiI 1T OAOO EOEA
She was visiting another world> the world where she felt most at home.

Macy switched off her lamp and rolled in between the sheets. Then ke
turned over onto her left side, closed her eyes and began to relax. Within
moments, she heard something. Someonesneaking into her room.
Through her peripheral vision, she could see a figure standing behind her.
Standing over her. She pretended to be asleep. Maybe they would go away.
But what if they planned to kill her? Her back was conpletely vulnerable to

a vicious thrust of a knife. Her head was sitting perfectly still on the lacy
pillowcase? just inviting the blow of a heavy blunt instrument.



She felt the bed move as the person got under thecovers with her. She
cringed when she felt a hand on her shoulder, the varm breath on the back
of her exposed neck. Then the soft, smooth hand caressed her right arm
and moved down toward her hip. What was about to happen to her? She
began to tremble.

Then she felt the fingers work their way under her nightCT x 1 817 OAO
stomAAE8 OT AAO EAO OECEO AOAAOO8 4EA EI
hers, until they were spooned.
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The warm tongue just behind her ear gave her goose bumps. She moved
away slightly. Then she rolled over onto he back.
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Then the warm body was on top of her. There was a long, deep kiss. Her
feelings were so powerful she thought she would faint at any moment. But
the feeling went on and on, building to a mind-bending crescendo.

Then it was over. She lay spent. The hot passion that had worked her body
into a sweat wasalmost as good as the real thing. Now she was ready for a
xAOi h PAAAAZEOI TECEO8O Ol AApPS

But cold reality would be waiting for her again in the morning.



Chapter 5

The bright Sunday morning sun illuminated the stained glass windows,

diffusing multi -colored hues across the congrgation. Attendance is up

today, thought Greg. As the organist was nearing the end of the Prelude, he
stepped up to the podium.
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Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning, our song shall
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As Greg sang and conducted the 4/4 pattern, which he could do in his
sleep, 'O 1 ET A AACAT O xAT AAO8 3EI Ol AT @
was thinking last night while kissing Cynthia on the couch? His actions had

been within the bounds of acceptable behavior. He had nothing to be
ashamed of in that regard.
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to God. But his feelings had been only natural. God created humans and
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But | say to you, that whosoever shall look on a woman to lust after her, hath
already committed adultery with her in his heart.

At the end of the hymn, Greg stepped bak and Dr. Huff went to the
podium and said a prayer. Then there were announcements, two more
hymns, and a chorus.

After the offering, it was time for the choir to sing their anthem. When
Greg motioned to the choir to stand, Cynthia smiled at him from the Alto
section. She was so incredibly beautiful. Standing there in her choir robe,
she looked like a redheaded angel. If they could just get married, Greg
could stop feeling guilty about his desire for her.
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Elmo was not thrilled that Carsie had invited her sister to stay at thehouse.
But it would only be for a few more days. He had madat clear to his fiancé
that as soon aghe wedding was over, Carnie must move out.

O-1 OA 1 OAT C MadEyhEdiprlepare® &Ebtuach consisting of Eggs
Benedct, bacon, sausage, blueberry pacakes, bran muffing and hash
browns.
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Hadley nodded. It was his admiration of Dr. Mobley that kept him from

retiring. He had worked for the family since EImo wasa young boy.

It was a very pleasant day, so Hadley had put them on the back porch near
the kitchen.
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her face.

Macy walked out of the house,leaned over and whisperednto %1 | T 8 O A A

Carsie dd not appreciate the fact that she was being left out of the loop.

Why did EImo need to hide anything from his bride-to-be? As soon as they
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trust her with EImo.
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up from the table and walked into the house with Macy.
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Elmo rarely spent any time with his mother. He only saw heronce or twice
a week.
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walked in, leaving the door open so EImo could see.
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Elmo was shocked by what he saw: is mother holding a hairbrush in one
hand and a tube of toothpask in the other. She had applied a line of Crest
across the bristles of thehairbrush.
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Mallie Mae turned and was surprised to see him standing there.
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Elmo walked out of the bedroom and shut the door. He stood in the
hallway, stunned. He was about to go back dowstairs when Macy came
out.
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Elmo called his old friend, Dr. John Fransein in Dallas.
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brush her teeth with a hairbrush. She knew she was doing something
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I Twk should get together sometime. Be sure to give me a call the next
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Chapter 6
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the living room.
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asked her mom the day before
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He wanted it to be longer, but that could wait until later.
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Greg wished he had. It was his exwife. He had not spoken to her since
right after the divorce. And they had been divorced for over five years.
Before that, he had been a fulltime minister of music. Her cheating and

the subsequent divorce had put an end to thatjob. Fortunately, they never
had children.
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other night. It was crazy. We were in bed together ancd O
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(A AEAT 6 O exEHad any fEeBdd in town. He had moved from
Longview to Coreyville to get away from her and her backstabbing friends.

It was hard to believe that many of them had once beenris friends too.

Cynthia walked into the living room with the giant bowl! of popcorn.
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Cynthia gave him a warm, luscious kiss. It was shorenough so they would
still want to watch the movie, but long enough to make him forget about
Susan.
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what was going on in the Media Room. She prayed that EImo and Carsie
were just watching TV.
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with a woman in years. Macy had heard the full account from Mallie Mae

years ago, when she first moved in to care foher after she broke her leg.

Macy was her till-time nurse at first. But Mallie Mae enjoyed her company

so much that she asked Macyto stay on, even after the leg had healed.

When he was 37, EImo had been giving every ounce of energy to his
patients. But he finally grew tired of having no personallife. So he started
dating. She was a nurse at Coreyville General Hospital a very nice lady.
And eventually the two set a wedding date. But Mallie Mae did not
approve. And she did everything she could think of to destroy their
relationship. But Elmo knew his mother was trying her best to break them
up. So allthat did was make him more determined to go through with his
marriage plans.

Then Mallie Mae crafted her most devious scheme ever. She paid off a
sleazy private detective to produce porn picturesof E | 1 8 O AEAT Ai
not that difficult to merge shots of her head with graphic sex pictures he
found on the internet.

The doctor showed the photographs to his fiancé and she denied she had
ever posed for such lurid pictures. He wanted so badly to believéner. But
his mother had planted a terrible seed of doubt. And it grew like
Dandelions? every time you pull one out of the ground to destroy it, you
just scatter more seeds.

Ultimately, the couple was doomed. He hated Mallie Mae for it. She had
made him miserable while he was in medical school. Now she had



destroyed his chance for love and happiess. He swore he would never
forgive her.

After that, whether consciously or not, he closed himself off to any
possibility of a romantic relationship. Because Macywas aware of this, she
had never pursued anything but a friendship. But sometimes it was all she
could do to keep from telling him how she really felt.

Then, after so many years of loneliness, Carsie had bumped into him at the
grocery store and stolen hsEAAOO8 (A EAA OO1I bbA/
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supply hidden in a desk drawer. So he went straight to the candy aisle and

there she was AOQUET ¢ " OAAE8 O #AT AU #1018 3
on the stuff too. What were the chances of that?

Macy went downstairs to the basement and started to walk toward the
open Media Room door. All she could hear was the TV. What if that
woman already had him down on the floor? Macy had to admit that Carsie
was hot. She could probably get him to do anythingif she really tried.
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Macy jumped.
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Carnie mowved in closer and now Macy could see her barely.
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O 7 E A Kacypwondered why they needed to have this comersation in the
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Carnie moved in closer.
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Carnie grabbed her by the arms and kissed her on the lips.

Macy pulledback O7 EAO AOA U1 O AT El Ced
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Carnie turned and disappeared into the dakness. Within minutes, she was
in her car, driving toward Coreyville.
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weighing in at 120, but she knew she could handle him.
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He took a swig of his Budweiser.
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She took care of them, all right. But they were sometimes in worse health
after she took care of them. Sometimes deadd9 1 O AT 01 A OAU O
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Normally, that line would have made Carnie want to stab the guy in the
heart. But Jake actually sounded sincereO ( AUh  WitoQget »out fof
EAOAeod
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Jake took a dark narrowOT AA AT A AOi OA & O A Al 0P
recognize the Country singer on the radio. But then, she hated Country

music.

He turned onto a dirt trail that led to nowhere, parked and turned off t he
lights. They could see each other in the mooright.
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Really? Is that all you want to do? she thought.

He slid over, put his arm around her and started kissing her.
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already in her skirt pocket. And it was in her hand. Just the flick of her
thumb would pop up the razor blade? ready to perform the deadly deed.
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mind.
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He started the truck.

Carnie liked this dumb cowboy. He was cute, and would take orders. He
might just come in handy, she thought.

No need to kill him tonight.



Chapter 7

Monday mornings always went by fast for Greg Tenorly. § was his only

weekday morning off from his part-time job as music minister at First

Baptist Church, Coreyville. Afternoons and three evenings were spent
teaching private music lessons at his little studio in a strip mall near town

square.

Wednesday night he had church choir rehearsal and Friday nights he was
off. Nobody wanted to take music lessons on Fday nights. And now that
he and Cynthia were dating, he was glad to have the night available.

His first lesson on Monday was at 1:30 PM, so he had plenof time for an
AAOGUCT ET ¢ 1 01T AE AO *ATAB8O $EIT AOh xE
sidewalk from his studio. He ordered the Chicken Fried Steak Special.

While waiting for his food, he surveyed the lunch crowd. Same old faces.
#1 OAUOEIT I A AtéulistsGHEB cell vary. ItiwAsiCynthia.
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Jane brought Greg his food. He ate at her restaurant nearly every day.
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morning and look in the mirror. How could a beautiful woman like Cynthia
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permanent. And a full head of hair is not that important to a lot of woman.
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Jane Appletree was the sole owner of the diner, and had run it by herself
since her husband died a few years earlierAt age 60, she was still a very
attractive woman. She took pride in her appearance, and the long days on
her feet helped keep her thn. She would love to have had Greg for herself if
she was a few years younger. Actually, many years younger, since Greg was
only 34.
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wanted to give you a headsO D 8 6

) O xAO $08 %8*8 WAxAOAOE AEOOO AAU E
to Coreyville a few months earlier, but still had only a handful of patients.

He knew that moving into the office with t he popular pediatrician would

help bring many new patients to his practice.
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EImo described what he had seen Mallie Mae doing with the hairbrush and
the toothpaste.
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put me through. Every time | get close to her, she starts trying to run my

life. She tried to make me feel like a fool for wanting to be a pediatrician.

She still thinks | was an idiot for not becoming a neurosurgeon. That was

her plan for me. And she isalwaysright.
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a way to run them off. Years ago, | was engaged to a wonderful woman. She
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would never believe the horrible thing she did to break us up. She probably
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w the parents and the kids love you. Take a few days off if you need to.
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Carsie and Carnie were finishing a lazy, late breakfast on the patio.
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life of luxury.
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Carsie got up from the table and walked away.
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Carnie went downstairs to her bedroom. She had been up since 6:00 AM.
The Exercise Room was right next to the Media Room, just few yards
from her bedroom. She had been workng out on one of the machines
when she heard a car drive up to the house. The rooms along the front of
the basement were mostly underground, but had high windows facing the
front yard. Carnie had looked out and seen Macy helping Mallie Mae into
the black limo.

After exercising, she had takena shower, made a pot of coffeén the nearby
Pub Room, and plopped down in the Media Room to watch some TV while
sipping her coffee. Later, Carsie had called her cell ahinvited her to come
up for a late breakfast. The two had sat around in their robes, eating and
talking for an hour or so. Now it was after noon? time to get dressed.

Carnie did a slow strip tease in the mirror. What a nice, tight body she had.
Not bad for a 29year-old, she thought. Any woman would be thrilled to
have her body. Or any man.

She went to the closet, picked out a sexy outfit and carried it to the bed.

But as she walked past the dresser, she accidtily knocked something off.

It was her fawrite perfume. She cringed as it hit the wood floor. But the
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the rolling sound changed as the bottle went under the bed. As though the
flooring under there was different.

She put her robe back on and knelt down to retrieve the expensive
perfume, which was halfway under the bed. Once she had picked up the
bottle, she ran her hand across the flooring. It felt the same as the rest of



the floor. She knocked on it. It sounded holow. Then she tested the floor
where she was sting. It sounded solid.

she expected to find, but she could think of nothing else until she found it.
She pushed with all her might until the heavy bed broke free and started to
slide. She managed to move it over against the wall.

Carnie knocked on the floor in several place, identifying the hollow
sounding area. Then she went to her suitcase and pulled out a Bowie knife,
and began to search for cracks in the seams of the flooring, near the edge of
the hollow rectangle.

Finally, she found one. She dug the knife down into it and began to pry.
She saw movement. Not much but enough to convince her that she was
looking at a secret door. Something was hidden down there. Something
forbidden. She had to find out what it was.

After nearly an hour, she got the door opened just a crack and worked her
fingers inside. She yanked on it with all her might, until every muscle in
her well-toned body ached. Then she heard a ripping sound, as it flew up
and open. The musty odor enveloped her body, andhe fell away from the
opening and started coughing. She grabbed a towel from the bathroom,
covered her mouth and nose, and cautiously inched her way to the large
hole in the floor.

All she could see was the top of a staircase, leading down into thecreepy
darkness.



Chapter 8

Carnie stood with the towel over her mouth and nose, looking down into
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know about this secret underground place.

She justhad to see what was down there. 8, she pulled the towel away
from her face a little, took a sniff, and decidedshe could bear the musty
odor. Then shetook off her robe and threw on some shorts, a shirt and
tennis shoes for her journey into the unknown.

There appeared to be a light switch near the bottom of the stairs. Hopefully
the lights down there would work. Just as she was about to take the first
step down, her cell phone rang and startled her. She wento the dresser
and picked it up.
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Carnie put the phone in her pocket and began to walk down the stairs, half
expecting a spider or a snake to attack her. She could cut the beatinlgeart
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the creeps.



When she reached the switch, she flipped it, and lights came on. At the
foot of the stairs was a wall. She made a Wurn and walked back past the
staircase through a long hallway, and then to the left through a doorway.
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It was a laboratory, complete with Bunsen burners, test tubes, etc. There
was a blackboard with some formulas written on it, and a few journals
Camiepe AEAA TTA Oph AT A OEOI AAA OEOI OC
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chemistry, which she had flunked.

Across the room was a closed door. One of those large doors like they use
on exterior walls. She twisted the knob, and pushed the door open with her
foot. It was just a bathroom. A very large bathroom. She flipped on the
light and stuck her head in the door. But when she looked to the right, she
saw a woman looking back at her. She gaped and yanked her head out of
the room.
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No answer.

Somebodywasliving down there, doing who knows what? underneath her
as she slept. She should have brought her gun down with hershe thought.

She peeked irr and felt silly when she realized shehad been scared by her
own reflection. There was a fultlength mirror on the wall. It was huge?
she figured about six or seven feet tall and three feet wide.

So, why did the good doctor have a secret laboratory in his house? She
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She pulled her cell phone out of her pocket and dialed.
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said on the door. But there was usually a frantic parent or two, calling
about their Johnny or Susie and a high fever, and could the doctor please
work them in today. And, of course, EImo would never turn them away. On
a typical day, he got home at around 7:00 PM.

So, Carsie had ben surprised when he had called her to set up an early
dinner. They had agreed to meet at Johnny Caces Seafood & Steakhouse in
Longview at 6:00 PM.
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be bad news, she thought.
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EImo wanted Carnie to move out as soon as possible. There was something
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Mallie Mae and Macy were riding in the rented limo, on their way home
from Dallas.
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Macy knew that Mallie Mae loved her like a daughter. She had told her
so? many times. But could she love her as a daughtem-law? It probably
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Was there really any chance they would ever make the leap from friends to
lovers? She had clung to that hope for so many years. So, why give up now?
Monica and Chandler had made the €ap. And Rachel and Ross. And so
many of her other friends on TV.

So, why not Macy and Elmo?



Chapter 9

Carnie was devouing the delicious steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, peas
and yams set before her.Hadley had prepared exactly whatshe had
requested. It was diner for one. EImo and Carsie were dining at Johnny
Caces. Mallie Mae and Macy were on their way home from Dallas.
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buds, or to feel any sense of loneliness. Her entire bag was focused on the
underground laboratory she had discovered. But something was naggingt

her. What was the purpose of that huge mirror in the bathroom? It was as

tall and wide as a big door. You idiot! Itis a door!

Carnie jumped up from the table, sill chewing.
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dining room.
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She rushed down the stairs, ran into her room and closed and locked the
door. Then she went down into the sub-basement, through the lab, and
into the enormous bathroom.

She pushed and pulled on the mirror. No movement whasoever. Then she
remembered seeing a screwdriver in the lab. She raced back out into the
lab, found it, and took it into the bathroom and began to pry on the frame
of OEA 1 EOOT 08 )OO AEAT 860 AOAGAS

Carnie was about to start kicking the mirror when she had a thought. She
opened the cabinet doors under the sink. All she saw was a few rolls of
toilet paper. She ran her fingers across the underside of the cabinet and felt
something. A button. She pushed it and heard a click. Was she imagining
things, or did the mirror move? She ran to it, and found it ajar. When she
opened the mirror door she felt for the light switch and clicked it on.

There were four hospital beds on one vall. And there were various other

medical devices in the room. It was a hospital ward. But why would anyone
hide a lab and four hospital beds in their basement unless it was used for
something evil? She was getting turned on by thoughts of a demented
scientist tor turing his victims to their last agonizing breath.



There was a hallway that led to two smaller rooms. One of the rooms had a
couple of cabinets that could be used to store medicine. They were empty.

There was another door off the main room. Sheopened it and saw nothing |
but a hallway that seemed to stretch on foA OA 08 #AOT EA AT O
what the passageway led to, but she would soon find out.

She practically ran through the winding wooden corridor. For the moment,
she even forgot her fearof spiders and snakes. By the time she reached the
other end and saw the stairs, she was gasping. Shegan to wonder if there
was enough oxygen in the underground air to keep her alive.

Once at the top of the stairs, she struggled to open the door. Shdrally got

it open and stepped into a small room with a dirt floor and rusty garden
tools hung on the wall. A small snake in the corner made her anxious to get
back above ground. Then she saw the door directly across from where she
was standing. She unlocled and turned the knob. Then she pulled. She
pulled with all her might. She was getting tired of these stubborn doors.

She grabbed an old shovel from the wall and began to pry. After working
the shovel in at several spots around the door, it finally brokefree.

She had never been happier to see daylight. There was an old tractor and a
new riding lawn mower. And a black 1956 Buick. She was in a barn. She
walked to the sunlight, looked out the window and saw the back of the
house. Then she remerbered seeingthe barn in the back yard while sitting
on the patio.

It felt good to breathe fresh air again.
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It was 7:00 PMp finally. Greg was ready to jump in his car and head for
Marshall. He could get there in fifteen minutes. And even though he was
tired, he knew he would be reenergized the moment he saw Cynthia. And
E A &éed some extra energy since it would be a late night of packing
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His last student on Monday nights was Nancie Jo Gristel. Even at the age of
81, she was one of his bésnusic students. Mostly because she listened to
everything Greg said and tried to do it. She truly loved playing the piane



unlike many of his younger students, whose parents were forcing them to
take music lessons.
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Greg locked up quickly, hopped into his car and drovedown the alley and

onto the street. It was a great night for driving the big convertible with the

top down. The early evening September air massaged his scalp all the way
down Highway 154 to Mashall. There was no concern about messing up

his hair, since he kept it cut short. He only wished he had more of it. His
forehead seemed to get taller by the day.
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were on. He could see stacked boxes through every window.

Cynthia greeted him at the front door with a full body hug and a very sexy
kiss. At 34, Greg was far removed from his teesge years, but since he had



met Cynthia he found that his body could still jump to attention. It
reminded him of those embarassing high school years, walking down
hallways of pretty girls, hiding unwanted arousals behind textbooks.
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Cynthia instinctively turned to face her mother, leaving Greg fully exposed.

He quickly moved behind his girlfriend and put his hands on her
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face was turning red. But Beverly seemed to take in stride.
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By the time EImo and Carsie got home in their separate cars, Carnie had
closed up the hideaway hospital, as she had named it, and moveler bed
AAAE ET bl AAAh AT OAOET ¢ OEA OAAOAOD
about it.

Carsie came downstairs and met Carnie in the Pub Room as she walked out
of her bedroom.

0) TAAA A AOETEhoe OAEA #AOOEAS

09106 AiT180 11TTE OI CciTA8 7EAG80 xO0I11
They sat down at a table.
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Carnie hated to see her sister so sad. But even more thahat, she hated to

wait longer for the money.



Chapter 10
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sleeping brain. The brightness urged him to wake up. But the warmth
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He rolled over in bed to let the golden rays warm his back. Her swet scent
drew him near to her. He put his arm around her as he kissd her gently on
the neck. She awoke with a lovely smile and rolled to her back. And even
though she had not yet spoken, he knew what she wanted. As he began to
make love to her, he heard smething, but ignored it. In her arms, he could
have ignored a tornado.
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them, as though they were sitting on the couch watching TV.
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Cynthia.

Greg woke up. Is that what it would be like if Cynthia and he got married,
and Beverly was living with them?

Of course, he was getting wayahead of himself. He loved Cynthia. But he
had never told her. Why did it take so much courage to speak three simple
words? Because she might not speak them back to him. But he would be
brave. He would tell her tonight. Or maybe Wednesday night would be
better. No, tonight.
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* O A C §-mefph & Ghusic minister at First Baptist Church required him

to be at the church Tuesday throughFriday mornings. Staff meetings were
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Greg walked from his office, down the hallway to the padoral suite.
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office. She had been church secretary for over 25 years. Sadie was the glue
that had held the church together through six pastors. At least that was



her opinion. She had plenty of opinions, and was not shy about sharing
them.

Greg could hear Sadie talking on the phone in a confidential tone as he
approached her office.
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Greg thought, | am not gay. And how dare you gossip about me. Is this any
way for a Christian to act? A church secretary?

He walked into her office and Sadie quickly ended her phone call.
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Not that Greg was late. Pete was just early. He was always early.

The pastor, Dr. J. Marshall Huff, would lead the group in a prayer. They
went over the list of prayer requests.
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that we pray for his mother. He got the results of her tests this morning,
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Building and Grounds Committee. He had been a life insurance salesman
until a year earlier, when he retired at the age of 65. All of his energy,
pushiness and can-do attitude had been redirected to his work for the
church. He was annoying at times, but you had to admire his dependability
and determination to get the job done, and get it done right.
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he could get away wth it. She was always blunt, andalways said too much.

But she had too many friends whose husbands were deacons. Any attempt
to force her out would end badly for him.
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not him.
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bedroom. She knew his reason for being home at midday. There could be
no other reason.

Mallie Mae was sitting at a table, staring out the window. She had eaten
very little of her lunch.
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Mallie Mae looked up at him in confusion. Then recognition.
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she finally said.
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taking a leave of absence from my practice. | want to do my own research.
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Elmo turned and walked across the room and out the door. Macy followed
him.
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Elmo as he walked to the stairs.

Macy went back into the room and shut the door. Mallie Mae was standing,
grinning at her. O3AAwIA UT O EO xI Ol A xHodES8 (
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O4 EA fedt hnd drine test and even the brain scan only ruled out other
causes of my symptoms. Apparently, | passed all of those, but | failed the
memory tests, the problem solving, and the math and language tests. On
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Carnie needed some advice. The plan was going e the toilet. She paced
the floor of her bedroom as she flipped her phone open and clicked the
speed dial number.
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said Carnie.
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Maybe she could poison Malle Mae. Make it look like Hadley did it. But

what would his motive be? Or what about Macy? She had easy access to the
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But EImo would change his mind about postponing the wedding. Carnie
would make sure of that.



Chapter 11
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master suite. But he spent little time there. On a typical day, by the time he
made it home, after tending to his young patients for nine or ten hours, he
xAO OAAAU O EAAOGO 11 TTA T &£ (AAI AUG
the Media Room or read in his bedroom recliner. The maid spent more
time in his study than he did. At least she kept it free of dust and cobwebs.

He located the power button and started up the desktop computer.
Surprisingly, it still worked. He would be forced to endure countless
updates to his various software packages. He leaned back in his leather
chair and watched as each file was downloaded and installed.

He had ignored Mallie Mae for years. Now his mother was condemned to

slog through an increasingly disoriented life on her way to a slow,
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her before now? He should have tried harder.

But she had nearly destroyed his plans to become a pedidcian. And she
had interfered in his love life at every turn, never approving of any woman
he dated. She was always there to disrupt his dreamsith a punch in the

gut. Because she had to awaken him to realityHer reality. Still, he had held
tight to his grudge far too long. And his bitterness had turned to over-

whelming guilt after learning of her condition.

Finally, all software updates had competed and his computer had
restarted. He opened a browser and went to the National Institutes of
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(Cognex), donepezil (Aricept), rivastigmine (Exelon), and galantamine



(Razadyne). The effedveness of these drugs was limited. At best, they
would delay the symptoms for short period.

Another drug, memantine (Namenda), was approved to treat moderate to
sevee AD. Also being studied lby researchers was the use of amni
inflammatory drugs, antioxidants, ginkgo biloba, and estrogen.

He printed the web page andmade notes in the margins,circling the drug
name Namenda, and addingthe note try this first. Then he drew arrows to
antioxidants, ginkgo biloba, and estrogen, and scribblediry these in various
combinations and strengths
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Greg had finished his lessons early, thanks to several cagllations. So,
Cynthia had decided to wait and ride with him to Marshall. They had
picked up a hamburger on the way out of town and eaten it in the car while
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filled up two five gallon cans of gas. A witness reported seeingim put the

two cans in the front seat of his car without the caps. He said gas was
spilling out of the cans as he put them in the ca8 6
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O 9 A A E &hen, inskead of driving back toward his house, he went the
opposite direction. The investigators estimated that he was traveling at
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It was a lot of work, but they were having fun with it. They got out of the
car and started walking toward the back porch.
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She moved close to him and put her arms around him.

Maybe she just feels sorry for me, he thaght. She wants to let me down
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Greg wasmore than happy to be a silly man. Yes, he would proudly béner
silly man, and she could cdl him whatever she wanted to? as long as she
loved him.

They walked into the house, beaming.
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Greg and Cynthia smiled knowingly at each other.
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As the three stood there huggirg, Greg thought everything was going to

work out just fine. Even if Beverly lived with them after they were married.

But wait. One step at a time. She said she loe UT 08 3 EA AEAI
marryUT 08 4EAO60 T EAunh EA OET OCEO8 (A
day. She loves you!
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After spending all afternoon and evening at his computer, EImo finally
dragged himself to his bedroom at 2:15 AM. He was s&étOAA EA AEA]
bother to shower or brush his teeth. He just fell across the bed, fully
dressed, and was asleep by the time his head hit the bedspread.

Carnie waited for EImo to leave, and then slipped into hisstudy. She took
his stack of notesto the copy machine and madea copy of each page. Then
she placed the papers back on his desk as she had found them.

She waited until she was in her bedroom to read through the papers. Her
medical training and nursing experience made it easy for her to
comprehend the material. Carnie had worked as a nurse for a several years.
Until some patients on her floor mysteriously died.

She saw his notes in the margins and understood that he was planning to
try a number of different treatment options. Her objective was to get EImo
and Carsie married. And the sooner, the better. How could she use th
information in these papers to her advantage? What if EImo were to
quickly find an effective treatment for his mother? Then he could go ahead
with the wedding. But it could tak e months or years to find something that
worked. Maybe he never would. In the meanime, his relationship with
Carsie could fall apart. No, $ie had to speed up the process somehow.

What he needed were a few volunteers for a clinical trial. Some women
with AD who would each be given different treatments, to see which one
worked best. And if none of the treatments were working, Carnie could



always alter the results. Or, what if one of the volunteers A E A hctudlly
have Alzhei AO8 Oe 4 EA x1 1 Alohadd itDdnd\theb dikaCuA T A
lously get better.

Once Elmo saw that his ingenious treatment idea was working, he would
feel free to get married, knowing that he had done his best for his mother,
and that her condition would rapidly improve.

Carnie could setit up in the sub-basement. EImo could work in the lab,
and she would act as nurse in their own little hospital ward. But who would
volunteer for such a thing? No problem. She would bring them in by force,
if necessary. And once EImo and Carsie had gone ofér the honeymoon,
Cai EA AT O1 A AAGEI U AEODPI OA 1T &£ OEA OOI

But the whole idea was insane. EImo would never go along with any of it.

Carnie hashed through plan after plan for hours. There had to be a scheme
that would work. And given enough time, she would think of it.



Chapter 12
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care of it on other days of the week, as needed. Greg would spend time
visiting church members who were patients, and sit with thg family of
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It seemed like Jane asked that question every day.
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Was Jane right? Had he been in love with Cynthia all along? Before he
could come back with a zinger of his own, Jane had turned to walk away.
Did Jane learnthis wisdom through personal experience? He wondered
who the man could be.

As Greg picked up his newspaper and began to read, Jane watched him
from behind the counter. He could be so cluekess sometimes, she thought.
But in all fairness, why should he supect? After all, Jane was 59 years old.
But it had been a lonely life since her husband had died four years ago.
Only her customers kept her going. Particularly the one she was currently
admiring.

Greg was still reading the sports section when Jane d@éred\ his ~scra(nbled A
eggs, turkey sausageand buttermilk pancakes.O3 1 h UT 06 OA 11
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Her grandmother could be so pushy. And she nearly always got her way.
But maybe she was righ A few days with Grandma Sylviamight do her
good.

She found Elmo in his study; glued to his computer.
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He stopped reading and looked up at her.
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After a quick kiss, Carsie went to her bedroom to bak a bag.
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&Vho do you love, Baby? aid Greg

There was a slight pause before Cynthia responded.



Had it all been dream? Had she changed her mind? Was she wishing she
had not told him she loved him? How many doubts can the human mind
conjure in a mere second?
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Greg parked his car and walked into the hospital, to the surgery waiting
room. He recognized the wife, sitting with another woman and a young
boy.
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She introduced Gray to her sister and nephew.
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Greg had already run out of things to say. So, he pickedp a magazine and
began to read as the two women chatted.
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She pulled a tissue out of her purse and wiped his nose.
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That statement jolted Greg from his magazine article. And he noticed that
the nurse standing in the Nurses $ation perked up too.
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the doctor could do for her. All we could do was watch her go dowrill

O1 OEiI OEA #Z£ZET AT U AEAA8 3EA OOEAAOAA

Greg noticed that the nurse seemed to be straining to hear the

conversation. But when she saw Greg looking at her, she quickly went back
to work at the computer. He got up and walked over to her. Her name

badge identified her as Mary Magdely.

Greg spoke to her in a confidentid manner that could not be heard by the
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Greg figured her to be about 60. She was attractive, and doked very
professional.
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She had kind eyesand A AAOET ¢ ZAAA8 * 000 xEAO
thought Greg. But there was something else in her facial expression.

Something shex A O bagir®.
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They both heard the car driving alongside the house. Somody was
leaving. Macy rushed to the window.
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on a plate. They were still warm.
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He washed it down with a sip of coffee.
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As she spun around to walk out of the study, her flowered skirt twirled to
catch up with her body. She pictured Elmo watching her, admiring her
perfectly shaped calves, waiting for her skt to settle back down across her
cute little butt.

Macy knew she could make Elmo forget about his fiancée She only wished
she had pursued him before Carsie came along. She had wasted years of
opportunity, spending all those nights alone with him watchi ng movies.
She should have grabbed him one night and seduced him with a mind
blowing kiss. A kiss that encompassed all the perup lust hidden deep in
her heart. She had done it in her mind a thousand times. But instead, she
just kept waiting for him to ma ke the first move. And he never did.

Carsie had said that when she accidentally bumped into Elmo in the
supermarket she had finally found the man of her dreams. Or had she
found the moneyl £ EAO AOAAI Oe 4EAO3O xEAO
actually believeA # A O Oiigh @ede re®A A |
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had been feeling pretty desperate until the wedding was postponed. Maybe
there was still hope for her and Elmo. She promised herself that if shelid

get another chance, she would not be so timid.
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said Cynthia.
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They rode along in silence for a few minutes Beverly had offered to make
dinner, since they would get to her house by 6:00. Then they would pack
more of her things. Greg had reserved a tHaul for Saturday.
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She grinned athim and blushed.
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Cynthia started laughing.
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Cynthia laughed even harder.
Greg laughed too. He was thrilled that Cynthia was not at all shocked by

the talk of marriage. But he would have felt beter if she had reassured him
that Beverly would not be living with them if they ever got married.
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They laughed
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Cynthia punched him in the arm and he smiled.
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Carnie had finished her dinner and gone down into the sulbbasement for

further investigation. She looked through one of the notebooks, trying

once more to make sense of the formulas, butsoon decided it was a waste
of time. She went through the bathroom and into the four-bed hospital

ward. Yes, this would work just fine, she thought.

She walked into one of the two small rooms off the ward and studied it

more carefully than before. There were only two metal cabinets in the
room, and they were empty. But some¢hing about the floor seemed
familiar. It was like the floor in her bedroom. She got down on hands and
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places.

Carnie ran out through the lab and up the stairs and retrieved her Bowie

knife. She rushed back to the room and began to search for the edges of a
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When she finally got the door open and leaned it up against the wall, she
was disappointed to see nothing but dirt. She started to put the door back
in place, but changed her mind. Kneeling down, she stabbed her knife into
the dirt several times. On the third try she hit something. It was hard, but

not rock. It felt like wood. She dug with her knife and her bare hands,

throwing dirt to the side of the hole she was making like a dog digging up

a prized bone.

By the time she stopped, some of her fingers were bleeding. It was door
or some type of cover, she decided. She pried it open and was shocked by
what she saw. And Carnie Slithestone was not easily shocked.
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Now she knew her scheme would work. EImo would be forcd to play
along. It had been a wild idea, and she had already realized that EImo
would turn her down flat. But that was before she found this.

Her cell rang.
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Chapter 14

6) 0860 Bdiih ATA xA xEI 1 AAfofhoppbgdt ¢ E
your Coreyville Pharmacch 6 OAEA OEA AOOEOOAT O 1.
system. Then he walked to he entrance and locked the door. If somebody
had waited that late to get their prescription, it was just too bad. They
could come back tomorrow. His stomach was screaming for an order of
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There was onl one customer in the store a long-haired man in granny
glasses with a beard, wearing belbottom jeans and an oversized jacket.
The old guy was straight out of a hisory book? San Francisco hippies,
1967. The only thing that spoiled the look was themore modern-looking

jacket.

The man had been browsing the isles for ten minutes or so, hands always
in his pockets. O3 EOh AT O1 A ) DI AAOGA CcAO Uil 60
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Poor old guy, thought the assistant manage8 O/ E AdHappy tédetiit
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The man Ied him to the isIe and the assistant manager squatted down to

the old man. But all he saw was something black flying toward his face.

The old man examined the assistant manager lying on the floor. He
appeared to be out cold. He returned the gun to the hdster underneath his
jacket and pulled out a roll of duct tape. He wound it around the wrists and
ankles very slowly to avoid making the familiar screeching sound. Then
one last piece for the mouth.

Now he would deal with the pharmacist.
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He walked to the isle and looked for it. After a minute or so, he went back
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back to the pain reliever isle. He walks like a girl, she thought.

When the pharmacist met him on the isle, he stepped back to give her
room to locate the cream.

She wondered whyE A EAAT 8§ O A A A% right Akrd in fioht of EE T A
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But her polite smile vanished when she saw the gun pointed at her chest.
She automatically raised her hands.
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The old man holstered his weapon, taped her wrists and told her to lie on
the floor, face down.

He taped her ankles and then he flipped up her skirt, revealing her pink
PDAT OEAO8 091 06 0A A OA@U s Bl grfe foA OAT
pleasure. He had a job to do. He rolled her to her side, ripped off a piece of

tape and stretched it tightly across her quiveing mouth and around her

head.
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ear plugs into her ears.

The old man quickly moved behind the counter, found a stool and sat
down at one of the computers, slumped down so he ould not be seen from
the street. He keyed in a search for every customer who had filled a
prescription for Viagra in the past 60 days. Then he did a similar search on
Prozac, Namenda and several other drugs. He printed out the results of



each search. When he was finished, he grabbed the printouts and slipped
out the back door.

The assistant manager and pharmacist would bedund in the morning.

They would give their statements to the police, descrbing the scary old
man. But the police would never find that old man. Because he had worn
latex gloves. And because he had disguised his appearance and his voice.

And because he wanot a man.
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Grandma walked into the kitchen as Carsie was closing her cell phone.
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Carsie would retrieve each item as hegrandmother called it out.
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Grandma led her through each step of the process. She learned that it had
to be done in a precise way, even using a candy thermometer at one point.

Finally, she dropped rounded teaspoonfuls of the mixture onto a sheet of
waxed paper. After a sufficient coding period, they sampled the candy.
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Carsie expected a big hug. What she got was a long kiss on the lips. She
pulled away.
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Macy took a break from reading her romance novel to go downstairs for
milk and cookies. But first she peeked into the study and said goodnight to
Elmo. She was relieved to see him alone. She hadixpected to find Carnie



in there, trying to seduce him. Maybe it was mean for her to think of

# A O O Etér in @hat @&/ (But Carnie deserved it. Afer all, she had made a
sexual advance toward Macy a few nights ago. With Carsie out of the
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And even though she was not interested in Carnie or any other woman in a
sexual way, Macy was rhwn down to the basement by a titillating
curiosity. The Media Room was dark. But she saw a faint light under
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but heard nothing.

The door jerked open, swinging away from Macy. There was Carnie,
standing in the doorway. Her smooth, naked skin reflected the soft glow of

the nightlight. Her body was beautiful, perfect. It begged to be touched,
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her nightgown to t he steamy flesh beneath.

Macy shook herself and ran for the stairs. She forgot about the milk and

cookies and the romance novel. She locked her door, jumped into bed and
pulled the covers over her head.



Chapter 15

The living room clock said 5:58 AM. Cynthia wondered if Greg was going
be on time, or if he would even make it at all. They had worked at her
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worn down from the lack of sleep over the past few nights. But she had still
managed to get herself out of bed every morning to go for her run. This
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There was a knock at the front door.
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be out running the streets early in the morning by herself, looking so cute

and sexy? She had been doing it every day since moving to Coreyville a few
UAAOO Aci 8 "O0O0 11 xh EA xT OI A AA AlTT1
his best to concentrate on the running? resisting the urge to grab her
perfectly shaped butt.
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But as soon as he had saidt, he began to have second thoughts. Maybe
they should skip the running today and just lie around on the couch. But

she had already opened the door, grabbed his handand started pulling

him onto the porch.

They alternated jogging and walking, spending nore time walking than
Cynthia normally did.

By the time they got back to her porch at 7:00 AM, it was dawn, and Greg
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He gave her a goodbye, bul-A T T-réafly-want-to-go kiss.
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It sounded so fresh and magical. And his knees were already weak from the
running. How much weaker gould they get before he crumbled to the floor,
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The sparkle in her eyes made him want to say it over and over.

And Cynthia had begun to believe that the life of love and happiness she
had always dreamed of was finally within reach.
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eyes. It had taken a full two seconds for Greg to remember that there was a
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He had learned to keg a couple of sport coats and ties in his office for just
such a memory lapse. A suit would be more appropriate for a funeral, but
the immediate family would not see him anyway. They should already be in
their seats by the time he arrived. And he would besinging over the sound

sygem from a hidden room.

Greg liked the hidden room concept. One time he was singing for the
funeral of a fifty-something yearold man who, without warning, had
dropped dead in his favorite recliner. The service was held at a smhl
country church. The widow and daughters started crying in the middle of
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as they cried their eyes out. He hoped he would never have to do that
again.

The 83yearold woman and her husband had been faithful church
members. But the congregation had seen little of their three sons after they

were grown and out on their own. They were good ole boys. Nice guys by
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encourage the sons to seriously consider their spiritual condition. He had
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Greg was surprised to run into Henry Joe outside the funeral home. All
three boys were known by their first and middle names. Theother two
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footsteps, making a living repairing the old cars in the little town. He had
taken over the shop when the old man finally retired. Henry Joe had
replaced the fuel pumpon Gred O Yy 6i "T1T1TAOGEIT A EOQO
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cigarette.

Greg hated the smoking, but he appreciated beingaddresed formally.

Henry Joe had apparently learned manners from his mamaO( I x A O/
AT ET Ceo
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Now Greg needed to move on. He never knew quite what to say to a son or
daughter who had just lost a parent. He felt so inadequate to handle that
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comfort him when his mother had died. He had felt such guilt for not being
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the store for her that night. Maybe he could have avoided the drunk
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Greg went in the door and looked down the empty hallway. He quickly
walked to the music room. It was a tiny, with just enough space for two
people? if one of them was sitting on the organ bench.
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except that she was always there to play the organ.
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looking at the printed program.
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Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch liké\rg

Greg had sung that hymn hundreds, maybe thousands of times.



Abide with me: fast falls the even tide; the darkness deepens; Lord with me
AAEAAS

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me

Greg was ready for death, in one sense. He knew he would go tdeaven to
live with God and his mother and other family members and friends. But
first, he wanted to live a long life on earth. A wonderful life with Cynthia.
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all. Funerals are sadepressing, he thought.
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said Mallie Mae.
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spy on her, she opened her door and was standing there naked. She just
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Chapter 16

Carnie had studied her printout from the pharmacy and selected Nancie Jo
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had selected Nancie Jo at random from the list and located her house on

the map. She hoped it might be easy since the house was at the end of a
dead end street. If the driveway was on the dead end side of the house,

Mrs. Gristel would be a perfect toice.
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around in Coreyville. She had swapped out her license plates with a set she
took off a junkyard car, just in case some neighbor actually took notice and
remembered the plates. She figurednobody would find it odd to see a

nurse visiting an 81 yeari 1 A | | U paficBtiathl D@ @M.

The house was on the left, at the end of Bowie Street. She parked in the
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back of the house. She wondered if Mrs. Gristel was fearful about living all
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rather than the other homes seemed particularly dangerous.

As she stepped onto the porch with her medical bag in hand, sheheard
someone playing the piano. She knocked and waited a full minute. Finally
the music stopped and she knocked again. Twenty seconds later the door
opened.
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this new medicine that he wanted to get everybody started on it right away.
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Carnie went in and followed Nancie Jo to the living room. The bench was

pulled away from the piano, and a piano score was opened on thenusic
rack.
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pointed it at Nancie Jo.
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Carnie motioned for Nancie Jo to walk bward the kitchen, and she
complied. But when the old woman got close to the door she stopped and

bent over in pain, placing her left hand on the stove for support, clutching

her hip with her right hand.
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Nancie Jo swung around.
She seems to moving okay now, Carnie thought. Movindast.
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late. It whacked her on the side ofthe head and she flew sideways onto the

floor, dropping the pistol and the medical bag. Nancie Jo flung the skillet

down and scrambled for the gun. Carnie tried to shake off the dizziness

and run toward her. But Nancie Jo picked up the pistol and pointed at
Carnie.
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Carnie stumbled backward. Her vision was getting clearer. Out of the
corner of her eye she noted the knife block, to her right on the counter. It

held eight or ten knives of various types and sizesO, 1 I Eh |, A AUH
taking you to a hospital for clinical trials? £/ O UT 0O ! 1 UEAEIT Ac
O9AAER OECEO8 ) 1 AU EAOA 11 UEAEI A0BO

O)éi OAITETC OEA OOOOE8 91 O x1 O1I A AA
O 4 pddiatriciane 6

O09A08 (A EOOO &I O1 AVEIAED ABBO® IAT GE AA 6
AET A A AOOAB8O

Nancie Jo had heard that Mallie Mae Mobley had Alzhdi AO6 O AT A
EImo had taken a leave of absence from his practice.
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force me to participate in his clinical trial. Yeah, that sounds like Elmo
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her way toward the wall phone on her right.
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Nancie Joe took the receiver off the hook and was about to dial.
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Carnie.

In the split second it took Nancie Jo to look down at the gun, Carnie
grabbed a butcher knife from the knife block and launched it. When
Nancie Jo looked up, it was too late. The handle of the knife hit her
squarelyin the forehead and bounced off.
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the floor. The gun fell out of her hand, but it was only a few inches away.

As she focused every ounce of her wilower, rolling to her stomach and
reaching for the pistol, Camie leaped at her.

Nancie Jo picked up the gun and was about to roll back to shoot Carnie.
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back. And as always, once her anger had been triggeredi quickly
escalated into blind rage. She twisted the knife and ripped it out sideways.
Then she gripped it with both hands and chopped at the corpse repeatedly

with all her might.
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come to realize that Greg was a creatwr of habit. And he took comfort in

his habits. Fortunately, most of them were good ones.
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Greg said a blessing andhey began to eat.
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Cynthia.
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family and try to convince them that it was for the best? which is not so
hard if the person was old and sick. But what if they were young? What if it
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They laughed. He checked his watch. His time with Cynthia always went by
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Greg agreed. He hadften pulled an all-nighter with Cynthia in his dreams.
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Chapter 17

O' OAC AOE A iwhethek | tidiight Adli would be going to church
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in the box.

She and her mother were in the kitchen, packing dishes and cookware.
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She let him in the kitchen door and gave him a long, tight hug.

But before he got too excited, he pulled away.



She pretended to be hurt, but then gave him a quick kiss on the lips and
grinned at him. She understood. And she loved the fact that she could turn
him on so easily.

She checked the clock. It was 7:58.
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calls me if she has to miss. She was out for eouple of months because of
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Before going inside, she sat in her car a few minutes to put on the blonde
wig. She was wearing a hot pink blouse, black leather minskirt, and knee-
high boots. When she walked in, every man in the bar was instantly
seduced. Beer mugs hung suspended at open mouths. She could have
chosen any one of the poor saps, and they would have gladly barked like
dog at her command.

The anticipation faded in the eyes at each table as she passed them by. She
had no intention of spending time with any of them, although her body
language suggested otherwise. The man sitting alone in the far corner was



her ultimate destination. He had taken a glance when she came in, but
then went back to studying the bubbles in his beer.
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Carnie had forgotten the fake name she had used Sunday night.
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A young waitress delivered their beers and walked away slowly, hoping to
hear more of the conversation.
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Jake threw some bills on the tableand they hurried out. The other men
watched in envy and amazement. What was so great aboutim?
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took her in his powerful arms and started kissng her. He was twice her
size, and she barely knew him. Most women would not put themselves in
such a vulnerable situdion. But Carnie was fearless. She kissed him with
enough pasion to set adead man on fire. But after a few seconds she
pulled away.
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Jake walked into the kitchen while Carnie sat down on the couch.



The living room furniture looked like a page out of a 1975 Sears catalog. But
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down deep in the fabric. Yuk.
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He waited for her to go on.
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When it came time for their third, fourth and fifth beers, Carnie acted as
waitress. Jake never noticed she was not really drinking hers. She kept
them coming until he was drunk.
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Jake lowered his voice and looked around the room and into the kitchen, as
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She glared at him waiting for details.
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walking in the dark. It was after midnight. What was he doing out there
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his belt.
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They went into his bedroom. By the time Carnie had stripped to her
underwear, Jake had already jumped onto the bed, naked.
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Jake hopped up and hurried into the bathroom. He turned on the shower

and waited for the hot water while watching Carnie. When she slipped the
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He stepped back. The shower had begun to steam up theoom.
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Jake felt tremors of anticipation as he pulled back the shower curtain and
stepped in. Carnie got in at the back of the tub.
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She located the soap dish, picked up the bar of Dial and began to slowly
lather his back. His groin began to suck the blood away from his brain and
other vital organs. His hands were against the front shower wall for
support.
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He would have honored any request she made.

It was a shame he had rejected her offer. She really liked him. Andhe

would have enjoyed sleeping with him. But she had told him too much.
And he might talk.

His hands were at his sides and he was very drunk. He would never see it
coming. She would smash his head into the shower tile as hard as she
could. He would offer little, if any, resistance. And if the first attempt had
only dazed him, she would pound his skull into the edge of the tub until he
was gone.
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and then stupidly tried to take a shower, slipped down, and busted his

head open. Too bad. Another drunk kicked the bucket. Case closed.

On the other hand, she really liked the big lug.
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She quickly toweled off, picked up her underwear and walked out of the
bathroom.
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Chapter 18
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said Greg.
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said Cynthia.
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the secondhalf of the jog.
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They turned onto Bowie Street.
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house across the street.

They stopped in front of her driveway.
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Her husband kept in tip top shape for forty years. He had it completely
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They walked onto the front porch and Greg knocked while Cynthia looked
through the partially opened drapes.
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They walked around to the side of the house and up the driveway to the
little porch at the kitchen door. Greg began to knock. The curtains on the
door window were made of a thin material. Theytried to see through it.
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Greg.
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Greg pulled out his cell phone and dialed 911.
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Greg looked across the street and saw the man in his robe. He was just
standing there, staring at them.
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Cynthia followed him.

The forty-something yearold man had walked out to pick up his
newspaper when he saw Greg and Cynthia. He must have thought they
were up to no good, thought Greg
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The man said nothing, but continued to stare at them.
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Still no response.
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grass.
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Bubba and his wife walked away and went into their house.
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Greg smiled and shook his head.
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walked over to greet the officers.
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The two policemen said hello to Cynthia. They all started walking toward
the house.
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Greg and Cynthia followed the officers to the side door and watchedne of
them try to look in. He checked the doorknaob to see if it was locked. Then
he stepped back and kicked the door several times until it broke free.

They stayed outside and watched the officers go in.
In less than a minute, one of themwalked outandOAEAh O9AAEhRh O
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The officer walked back in. They could hear his partneron his radio, calling
for an ambulance.
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But Greg wondered why anyone would want to Kill this sweet dd lady.
Knowing the reason behind the murder x I O1 AT 80 AOEI ¢ EA
might make him feel better. A few months earlier, he only had himself to

worry about. Now, he had a girlfriend and a potential future mother-in-law

to protect.
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Macy Golong liked to take advantage of the early morning and late evening
hours. These were the only times she knew there would be no
interruptions. For the rest of the day, she had to be oncall to meet every
need of her employer, Mallie Mae Mobley. If the oldwoman yelled to her
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ring within seconds. Sometimes hours passed between calls. But knowing
that one could come at any moment kept her in a state of ureasiness.

She took another sip d coffee and turned the page.

Ormando walked onto the porch carrying a whip. His thick, black locks were
blown back to one side by the warm summer wind. His unbuttoned shirt
flapped in the breeze, revealing his hard, sudarkened pectorals and abs.
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the whip on the marble floor.

Jessica wondered how shead gotten herself ino this situation. How dare he
command her to yield to his lurid longings? She would never give in to him.
Never. And yet, as she looked into his smoldering eyes, she was not sure how
long she could resist. Surely, unimaginable pleasure awaited her, if she would
only submit to him. No. She would not give herself to this savage aral.
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If she resisted, what guarantee did she have that he would not whip her
mercilessly, and then force himself upon her anyway?

But it did not matter. Fa she had already made her deston.
Macy flipped the page. Her cell phone rang.
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Chapter 19

The old black phone on the nightstand was coated with a dried up paste
consisting of beer and dirt, speckled with Nacho Cheese Doritos dust. And

right now Jake wanted to take a sledge hammer to it. Not because it was
disgusting. No, that he could live witha " OO0 OEA OOOPEA OE
ringing. He had no idea how many times it had already rung.

But his splitting headache discouraged any movement toward the phone.

The mere blink of an eyelid might push him over the edge, he thought.

And, oh how he wanted to avoid what happened last time, when it felt like

a plumber was workc1 ¢ EEO OT EI AO b1 01 CAO 11
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over the floor.

He started counting the number of times his head throbbed between rings,
wondering how much pressure the human skull could withstand. It felt like

his was about to blow.

Had the old phone finally gone haywire? he wondered. No caller would let
it ring that many times.

It had to stop.

O(Aleldo EA OAEAR AET EET ¢ AAAE OEA AAO4A

O* AEAe ! OA UT O TEAUeo

O#AO01 EAeo

O9AAES8 (1 x AOA UIT O AAAIT ET Ce 910
0

O7AT 1T h 1AOBO OAA8s )81 ¢ah AOO

¢
0) COAOGO xA EAA A 1T EOOIA O11 i
A

e]
ATT60 ETTx ETx UT O xAOA AAT A O A



O0) AEAT 80 EAOA AO 1 OAE AO UI O AEAS8O
'TA xEU AEA Ui 6 1AAOGA T EEA OEA®e 9
AOAh AT A OEAT Ui d OITE 1T A& )81 AAC
TT6 A6 Aiis .Apd OEIi Ah " AAU8 .
A 01 OAITE AAT 606 Oii A OEET CO £EEO
O7TEU Al x11 AT Adk eveytiing toAdah? Whiy not just do

EOh AT A OATE AAT 66 EO 1 AOAODed

O4EEO EO EIi bi OOAT Oh *AEA8 s$1 U O OAI
TECEOCe !''TA Al 12800 i @MU AW 1i EICEDOE AA 1T EOC

Why had he told her? He knew why? because he had gden drunk and
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It took him a couple of seconds to remember what she had proposedbout
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night? He knew she was trouble. But her lusious body promised heaven,



and her lurid eyes flickered with hellfire. A sexy bad girl was always hard
for him to resist. So, he had gambled and lost. Again.
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he was lucky, maybe he could do this jobwithout landing himself in
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It was Friday morning, and EImo Mobley realized he had not spoken to his
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for her. But the hopelessness of the disease was beginning to sink in. He
could not save his mother. No matter what he did, she would deteriorate

into a pitiful state as she died a slow death. The most he could hope to do

was prolong her current quality of life for a little wh ile.

And although he could never make up for all their years of estrangement,
he wanted to start spending as much time with her as possible. He loved
Carsie, and had been excited about starting a new life with her, but it
would be selfish of him to get maried right now, he thought.

He decided to go up and have a hearto-heart with Mallie Mae. She would

be surprised to see him, since he rarely went upstairs. When he reached

her room, the door was closed. He was about the knock, but then he heard
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Elmo felt guilty about eavesdropping. He raised his hand to knock, but
then hesitated when he heard Macy speaking again.
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Elmo knocked.

The conversation stopped.

After a few seconds, the door began to open and AAU OAEAR C
thought you were going to let her starve. Oh, Elmo. | thought you were
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Elmo motioned for Macy to follow him out into the hallway.
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went down the stairs.

As soon as he was out of sight, Macy walked back into the bedroom, closed
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O7 Al 1 hin thednA Ehe only way to know for sure whether someone has
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can only do that after the patient dies, in autopsy.
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symptoms, and | talk to the patient about general health, past medical
problems, and the ability to perform everyday activities. Then | give
memory tests, and check lamuage and counting skills. So, a person could
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memory tests, and other tests, | suppose. But why would anybodwant O1 e &
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doing something as long as it takes. And when Macy expressed doubt that
she could kee it up, my mother assured her that she could, if she really
cared aboutmes 6
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interfere with my life. Remember how she drove me crazy when we were in
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Chapter 20

Greg and Cynthia had remained at the murder scene for nearly arhour,
watching the police, giving statements and talking to neighbors. So, Greg

had arrived at the church later than usual, and stayed later,and now he
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But as he rushed down theOEAAx A1 E O * AT A6 Oh EA
look for new bumper stickers. It was an addiction. He could not pass by a
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seen before like the one on the car in front of Coreyville Copy Shop.

If ignorance is bliss, then you must be ecstatic

Not very nice, he thought, but it was a new one for his cdection. He filed
it with hundreds of others in his mental database. Not the best use of a
brain, but they say most people only use @% anyway.
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the door. She was standing behind the counter at the soda fountain, filling
glasses with various soft drinks.
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already heard about it. By now, he thought, everybody in town knows. He
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was driving a white car, andsorR OEET ¢ AAT OO0 OEA x1 OA

O3AARe 4EA CcOUBO xAAEIT he OAEA * AT A AC
drinks.
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living in a fog, never making any sense. Ignaance is bliss, they say. Maybe

not. Where had he just read that slogan? Oh, yeat the bumper sticker on
the white car in front of the copy shop.

If ignorance is bliss, then you must be ecstatic

Ecstatic. ECFASY. The bumper sticker on the white car in front of the
copy shop! He ran out the door to look at the car.

But it was gone.
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phone began to ring.
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When she knocked, ake swung the door open immediately. His eyes
nearly popped out of his head when he saw her. But it was almost too
much» | EEA TTTEET C AEOAAOI U AO OEA 00I
wearing a dress or a long, stretchy shirt. But she was definitely not waring

a bra.
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Yes, you are, thought Jake.
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They sat on the couch.

O & loud clinical trial 1 had planned to gather four volun teers. The tricky
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from the local pharmacy and picked out a few patients. But most people
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out by themselves.
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Jake had no doubt that Carnie was capable of murder.

O - Hister, Carsie, is engaged to Dr. EImo Mobley. They were supposed to

get married tonight, but he postponed the wedding after he found out his
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treatment ideas to find the best one for his mother, then he will have done
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sounded absolutely insane. What Carnie was planing was unethical and
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her back to Jake andbent over.
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She grabbed the bottom of her dress and pulled it up and over her head as
she spun back around. She was completely nakedd, AO6 O Al EO806

And they did. Many times and many ways, throughout the night.

After a couple of hours, Jake began to wonder if there was such a thing as
murder by sex He knew he had sold his soul to the devil. But for the time
AAET ¢ch EA EOOO AEAT 60 AAOAS

kkkkhkkkkkk

-AAU " T1T1TC¢ AEAT D& ledstArothin tihe relallworill. ShekE EA
loved vicariously, through her romance novel heroines and her drearrife

alter ego. If it were not for her job, she might well have been swept away by

her intense fantasies, never to be seen again in the physical realm.

A few years backshe had purchasedTotal Dreamcall, written by some
doctor in Australia according to the internet site. In it, he described a
technique for recalling dreams in great detail. He claimed that dreams
could be replayed, as though they were mvies. She had learned to focus on
remembering her dreams immediately upon waking? to think of nothing
else until she had total recall, or as the doctor put it, Total Dreancall.

The so-called doctor might have been a quack. But regartkss, she had
become an expert at recalling her dreams. They were quite vivid, and
included talking and sometimes even background music. So real were her
dreams and her recolletion of them, that they were beginning to
overshadow her waking life.

How do we know what we really did, and what really happened to us
yesterday, for example? We know because we remember it. But what would
happen if our memory of dreams was the same as our memory of real
events. How could we tell the difference? We could ask somebody else who
was there. But what if there was no one to ask?
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and slitting his throat. And then going home, taking a shower and going to



bed. If your neighbor is alive the next day, you know it was a dreamBut,
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only dreamedkilling him?
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The church had been decorated beautifully. And it looked as though every

resident of Coreyville was in agndance. The pipe organ was proclaiming the
glorious entrance of the bride.

Macy beamed as she walked down the aisle. She noticedsigan the crowd,
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had lost, and should not havéeen at the wedding. But nothing would spoil

her special day.

She stood with Elmo proudly before God and man. She glanced at her
handsome groom. Her dearest dream had finally come true.

But she started to feel a laselike burning at the back of her headShe
whipped around and located the source. Ivas 8 ( %2 3 %, &8 4 EA
staring at her was HER. But how could that be?

She blinked and she was looking at Carsie. But they had swapped places.
Carsie was now in the wedding dress, standing with EImo. Macy wiasthe
congregation, looking at her.

No!

She woke up. It took a full five seconds for her to realize it had been a
dream.

Sometimes her dreams were no better than real life.



Chapter 21

Hadley was a proud man and rightly so. He had joined the army as a
teenager and served for five years, including two years in the Korean War.
Segregation in the armed forces was ended during that war. He had served
admirably, and left the army as a decorated Sergeant.

Following his military service, he returned to a segregated society that gave

I EOOI A OAOPAAO O ' FOEAAT 'i AOEAAT O
grandfather, Milstead Mobley, as a mariservant. The salary was more than
adequate, but he had planned to look for sanething better. He dreamed of
owning an automobile dealership some day.

But soon, he felt like he was right where he belonged. And when he
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although they tried. But they were never lonely living with the Mobleys.

They were family.

And the thing that had kept Hadley there for all those years, even after the
passing of his dear Eloise, was respect. A mutual respect. Henderson
Benjamin Hadley placed a high value on respect. So, even atge 77, he
never had thoughts of leaving.

These days, Hadley was primarily a cook, but readily accepted any duty
that was entrusted to him. However, when Dr. Mobley had started to tell
him about the trip to the Dallas Zoo, he was less than thrilled, though he
AEAT 8 O Alirgd te sha&vERDt th@&hthel doctor had surprised him by
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Dr. Mobley had suggested that Hadley take the day off and go visit his
brother. And when he balked, the doctor insisted that he take a fishing

holiday, and that he was not to come home until Sunday afternoon. EImo

knew Hadley loved to fish.

It was now 6:45 AM. Hadley whistled a tune as he finished arranging the
clothing and other items in his old tweed suitcase. He turned b the full-
length mirror on the inside of his closet door and checked his attire. Oops.
He removed the brown fedora and replaced it with his fishing hat.
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decided to stop by. He tookoff his hat and looked in.
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He walked out of the room and down the stairs to the garage and out the
back door. Hadley kept his vehicle in the old barn, which was also where
he worked on the car from time to time. It was a shiny black 1956 Buick
Roadmaster Riviera with red interior.
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the barn the last couple of days.

Hadley flipped open his cell phone as he drove away from the house.
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Hadley never drove his prized Roadmaster over 50 mph. He changed the

oil every 2,000 miles and waxed it four times a year.
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all.
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mother and Macy, and | guess he realized this morning it would be a good
time for me to get awaytoo8 6
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he said, as they walked to his car.
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headed toward Marshall to pick up the rental truck, load it, and move
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It was a mild late-September day perfect for moving. It had been an easy
decision to put the top down on the Bonneville. There was not a cloud in
the sky. And the bright sun provided enough heat to compensate for the
wind blowing through their hair. Not that Greg had much hair. He would
throw on a baseball cap for the numerous trips between the truck and the
house. On a day ike this, an uncovered, balding head was guanteed to
geta sunburn.
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front of Coreyville Copy Shop. And it had abumper sticker that read:

af ignorance is bliss, then you must be ecstatia.
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Chapter 22

Jake squinted at the clock on his nightstand through blurry eyes. What a
night! Carnie had nearly killed him with her insatiable appetite for sex. He
OAAAEAA AAAE O1 ZAAT OEA DPAOOAT CAO O
thought. No surprise. But then he smelled the irresistible aroma of fresh
perked coffee. Was she still there?

He was anxious to find out, but as soon as he stood, he felt the
overwhelming urge to drain his bladder. He could barely hold it until he
got the lid up. But when he released, an intense burning sensation nearly
brought him to his knees. It was a little late to be questioning whether
Carnie had any diseases.

He inspected himself. No wonder he was in pair it looked like somebody
had taken a couple of pipe wrenches to the thing. But he knew it would
regenerate. It always did. So, he let go, and the burning beganot subside
after a few seconds.

Jake walked into the kitchen and saw Carnie sitting at the table, drinking
coffee and reading the sports section.
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a couple of days to recuperate.
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There must be some way out of this, he thought. Think harder, Jake.

He picked up the main section of the paper and read the headline.

Elderly woman brutally murdered

Then he read the details of how Nancie Jo Gristel had been stabbed to
death in her own home. And that no valuables were taken. And that the

pi1 EAA xAOA Al OA1I AGO AO O1 OEA EEI 1T A
O7TEAO80O OEAOed OEA OAEA xEOEI OO0 11 xA
O4EEO T1 A xi i Al xET xAO | BOAAOAA8S

O/ ER 20ADAAA OEAO OO1T OU8 4AOO0OEAI A OEA
*AEAGO AT Au AZ£A1 6 EAAOEAO AU OEA OAA
o117 OETE Aix1 OEOI OCE OEA @A 1108 (
Carnie had killed the woman.
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she seemed more like a child than a 30 yeaold.

Her grandmother looked up from her crossword puzzle. 6/ £ AT OOOA
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Sylvia Slitherstone had been babysitting her grandchildren when her son
and daughter-in-law were killed in a car crash. The girls were both under
five years old when she became their new mother.

Their parents knew they were taking a chance every time theyvent out in
that old Ford station wagon. The power steemg had grown erratic and the
brakes were weak. Otherwise, they might have been able to avoid the
dump truck that veered into their lane that rainy night. Sylvia knew that if
her family had been wedthy, like the Mobleys, her son and daughterin-
law would still be alive. Shewas sure of it.
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Carsie turned back to the pictures on the mantel.
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Carsie walked over and sat on the sofa, slid her shoes off and stretched her
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married? How are you going to get the money? Am | going to just write you
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months to avoid the possibility of an annulment. Then, if EImo gives you
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you just might be able to pull it off, Brother? if you were thirty years
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They laughed softly, so asot to scare off the fish.
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know about the rest of it. And she was happy to be away while construction
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Chapter 23
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following Greg in the U-Haul. They had loaded the truck with boxes and all

the furniture Beverly wanted in her bedroom. They also took her dining
OAAT A AT A AEAEOO AAAAOOA OEAU xAOA i
sales, one at each buse, would allow them to get rid of the excess
furniture.

#UT OEEA 11 OAostly beBa@se @ madd kier feel close to him.
She was sitting wherehe sat, her hands holding the steering wheel he held
with his hands. Hands that somdimes, during a long kiss, worked their
way down her back to embrace her butt. How wonderful it would be to
wake up next to him every day and go to bed with him every night.

(A0 EEOOO EOOAAT A EAA AAAT AAOOEOAS
3ET Ol AT80O OEA EAOA AAAT AAT A O OAAI]
She had been attracted to his big, lean body. The muscles were definitely a
turn-on. Surely she had sensed darey just beneath the surface. He had

gone into a rage once when they were dating. But even after he hit her that
night, she went on with the wedding plans anyway. How foolish. Young
xI i AT AAT AA O 1 AadbAh OEA OEI OCEOS
with a guy.

But she was a little older now, and a lot wiser. With Greg, there was very

little that needed fixing up. She would help him get in better physical
shape. But even that was more about his health than his looks. And she
knew that in the worst case scenario, she could live with him not being in
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to get into her panties. But he did want in? oh, did he ever. Butnot until
marriage.

Cynthia wondered if Greg was going to pop the question soon. It seemed
like he had nearly done it a couple of times already. But with her mother
moving in, Greg might have put his wedding ideas on the back burner. Be
hoped not. They could make it work. Or, they might have to get another
ET OOAS
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Macy nodded as though this was news to her.
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He must have been close to her as a child. But if so, those childhood
memories were long forgotten. O/ EBuiig I'TA )Y&di ClAA

Elmo had been surprised at how normal his mother had been all day. If she
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she had worn all day at the zoo.
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Mallie Mae pretended to be reading her menu while she listened carefully
to the conversation between Macy and EImo. She had been observing them
all day. They had clowned around a lot, and at one point, were throwing
food at the monkeys? until a zookeeper made them stop. She had never
seen EImo act so childishly. It was refreshing.

After several hours of watching them interact, she had a revelation Macy
was the perfect match for Elmo. She had proved to be loyal and
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seem to know it.
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Oh children, Mallie Mae thought? if you only knew how much the words

of that song apply to you. Lilman had no business marrying Carsie. His eyes
sparkled when he looked at Macy.
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Macy was caught off guard by Malie M& 8 O OOCCAOOEIT T h Al
embarrassed.
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Macy looked at Mallie Mae.
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her elation turned to disappointment when the song ended before they

Al 01 A AOAT OOAOO AAT AET c8 O) 0680 1 O6AO

She turned to walk back to the table, but EImo was still holding her hand.
And he was not moving. She looked back at him.

O$1 C&OA Ob O AAOGEI Uhd OAEA %l i T h EI
The orchestra started playing another tune.
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Macy smiled at him. It was an uncensored smile, and she wondered if she
had just given away the longheld secret of her heart.

And in that moment, Elmo finally realized her deepest feelings for him. He
wondered how he had missed it all those years. He had always repressed
his desire for her. After all, at 37, she was 19 years younger than EImo. He
was just too old for her. But that reasoning no longer rang true, since he
was now engaged to a 3gear-old.
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never seen them before.



Macy was so afraid she would wake upWhat if it was just another dream?
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Elmo smiled as he took her in hisarms AT A AACAT O1 AAT AA
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He stopped dancing, leaned over and spoke softlyii OT  E AY08 IA ADI8
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magnificent he was caught by surprisethen by guilt. He had a fiancée.
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Mallie Mae delighted in watching them on the dance floor. When the song
was over, they returned to the tableg talking and grinning.
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Then he and Macy noticed that something was wrong with Mallie Mae.
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Macy lifted the table cloth and looked underneath. Liquid was dripping off
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Elmo watched as Macy walked his mother toward the restroom. She was
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the large wet spot on the back of her dress.

The ladies room was empty.
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said Macy.
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her son. Now, maybe she really did have it.



Chapter 24
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moonlight.

She was dressed in a cute little exercise outfit. She figured a sexy -3@ar-
old seen on the streets of Ceeyville after dark might arouse suspicion. But
not if Miss Sexy wagogging. SomewivesmCEO EAOA O1 BOO O
eyes back in theirsock OOh AOO OEA AEAT 80 1 ET A O

The sticks in her hands were not really sticks. They were poster tubes one
of which contained a large screwdriver. The ring of auto jiggler keys was in
her pocket.

The tiny portable office building had not been portable in years. It had a

small office, a bathroom and a little storage room. Once you were in
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pressed to escape without buying one of his junky cars.
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acrosstheir sad faces. They seemed to sense they were past their prime
shined up to look their best despite their age. But Carnie had no interest in

them. It was the dark blue full-size van that had caught her eye earlier in

the day.

This is just too easy, she liought, as she reached into her pocket for the
EECCI AO EAUO8 4EA EEOOO EAU AEAT B30 »
around to make sure there was still nobody watching. She tried several
more. Key number six was the winner. She opened the door. Nowshe
would use the screwdriver to pop the ignition and then work a little magic
xEOE OEA xEOEI C Al A8
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She turned around and saw Freddy himseff all 363 pounds worth,
pointing a pistol at her.
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thing to find it. So, | started searching all over Hallsviles OEAO8 O x E
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flipped open his cell phone.

Carnie walked toward him.

O030AU AAAE86 (A piET OAA OEA ¢cO1 AO E

She ignored his warning and moved in closer and placed her hand on i
chest and began to rub it lightly and gaze into hiseyesO. T x & OAAAU
O00OA xA AAT x1 OE OiI i AOEET ¢ 10086
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thought.

Then she put her arms around his huge body. She still had a post tube in
her left hand.

Freddy was in a daze. When was the last time an incredibly sexy young
woman put her arms around him and pressed her smoking hot body into
EEOCe . AOAO8 7A0 EA OOEIIT EITITAETIC EEO
was the gun? Hishands were numb. But his arms were around her exposed
midriff. He loved the feel of her smooth, tight skin.



Carnie removed the cap from the poster tube behind his back and pulled

out the large screwdriver. She rubbed her breasts from side to side across
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Do whatever you want, Baby, he thought.

Carnie threw her right hand into the air.

By the time he looked up and saw the shiny, sharp object in her hand, it
was too late to raise the gun or even step back. He was a dead man, and he
knew it.

She thrust the screwdriver deep into his chest. She expected him to fall
ATl xTh AOGO EA AEAT 608 &I O A i11AT O OF
He just stood there, dazed. Then he began to raise the gun.

She jumped toward him and grabbed the arm with the gun and tried to
wrench it from his hand. But he twisted the pistol more and more toward
her.
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But her words made him stronger, more determined to kill her. Just a

couple more inches owr and he would blow a hole in her heart if she
even had one.

Carnie realized she was losing the battle. She could not overpower this bull
of a man. She swung her right leg back like in high school. She had been
captain of the soccer team. This one is fothe win, she thought. She threw
her leg forward with all her strength, and plunged her shoe up into his
crotch. It was a kick that would have rocketed the ball way beyond the
length of the field.

Freddy dropped the gun and his cell phone and rolled to theground in

excruciating pain. He was still breathing and moaring when she yanked
the screwdriver out of his chest. The blood began to gush. He would be
gone in a few seconds, she thought. Nobody would find the corpse until



morning. She used his shirt towipe off the screwdriver. Then she picked up
the pistol. Too easy for the cops to get fingerprints off of it, she thought.

She climbed into the van, popped the ignition, started the engine and
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When she pulled into the driveway, Jakewalked out to the van.O7 EA QA 6 /
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Carnie pulled into the Wal-Mart parking lot.
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She waved to the guard as he approached.
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grandmothers here and taking them out for a fancy dinner. They think
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They agreed on a large pepperoni, and Greg pulled out his cell phone and
walked out of the room to call in their order.
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Beverly.
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They both smiled. This living together thing would take some work, but
they knew they could do it.
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They were stting in the stolen van at Wal-Mart, waiting for their first
victim.
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them get in the van? And you forgot the gun. | was supposed to point it at

them to keep them quiet. We better go back. We can do this some other

1T ECEOS86O

O, 1TTE ET OEA cCcili O6A Aighoe OAEA #AO0O1 EA
Jake twisted the latch and opened the glove box, and a light came on
inside.
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She grabbed the two weapons and handed the gun to Jake.
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murder.
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finger with both of her thumbs and began to squeeze.
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her from making him pull the trigger.

The gun clicked.
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The look of fear on his face gave the answer.
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put the screwdriver in her left hand upside down to conceal the blade
behind her arm.



The woman was carrying two plastic bags in her left hand, and was holding

her keys in her right hand. Carnie wondered where her purse was. Maybe
shehadEAO AOEOAOGO0 | EAAT OA AT A AOAAEO |
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away.

The woman seemed confused.
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Carnie was standing two feet from the woman.
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Carnie put her hands behind her and transferred the screwlriver to her
right hand. Then she put her left arm around Hatrriet.
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Carnie whipped out the large screwdriver.



Harriet gasped.
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Carnie walked her to the van, opened thesliding door, and told her to get
in the back seat.

Harriet flinched when she saw the big man in the front seat pointing the
gun at her.
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opened the door, she checked for another taget. She spotted a woman
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wanted. But if she was looking for a large, sharp screwdriver, Carnie would

be happy to fix her up. She started walking toward the woman.
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Carnie saw the old man with the shopping basket.
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Carnie walked past the woman, thinking she might try to take her and her
husband. When she passed the old man, he winked at her. The tight
jogging suit showed off every inch of her curvaceous body. The old man
turned his head as he walked to get a view of the back sideHe crashed his
shopping cart into a parked car.
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Did they honestly think she was for sale? Carnie wondered. Maybe she
would go stab a couple of old farts just for the fun of it. She made a kurn
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her this time.
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Cynthia and Greg were still sitting on the couch, finishing up their pizza.
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Greg set his paperplate aside and slid over beside Cynthia.

By the time he got to her, she was ready. They began to kiss.

Neither of them felt the usual fear of taking it too far. Just knowing that
Beverly would be back in a few minutes would keep their hormones in
check.

kkkkhkkkkkk

AEA AAAAO T &£ OxAAO 11T *AEAGO MEAAA xA
the back of the van were having pretty much the same thoughts. They
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because he was just crazy. Eithreway, they figured their life was hanging by

a thread. Any escape attempt would surely lead to a bullet or a screwdriver
through the heart.

Carnie saw taillights in her rear view mirror. A car was pulling into the
parking spot directly behind the van. Camie stepped out and saw an older
woman getting out of her car and locking it. She was alone. This would be
an easy one, she thought.

Carnie approached the woman while she was still beside her car.
O%n@dme, MAG AT 8 ) AT T80 OO0ODDIOMRAIUADh EAIOA

O5Eh 118 )&i Oioous ) Ai16085



#AOT EA POT AOGAAA OEA OAOAxXxAOEOAO AT A
ATA ) x117T60 EOOO Ul 0806

0)d8i 110 ATTEITC xEOE Ul 08 Al AW KA AU b/
3OAAATT U OEA AT Ol AT do@n ahdshvh OeEsBrewdrves A |
stuck in her chest. Then she cdapsed to the pavement, between her car

and a pickup.
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few times to clean off the blood.

kkkkhkkkkkk

' OAC6 O OEREAAEKNAT AOEAUT OEEA8 O xAEOO £
it was inching upward. Cynthia knew where it was headed, and was afraid

of the stimulation it would surely bring. But her mother had been gone for

a good while. She would be driving up at any second. fiey would hear the

car and stop what they were doing. So they were safe.

Greg was beginning to lose control.His body wanted CynO E E Bufhé had
promised himself he would wait until mar riage. A marriage he had not yet
even proposed.

But he began to ralize that he was just a puppet. And tegosterone was his
puppet master. Although in his mind he ordered it to stop, his right hand
continued to move up until it found her left breast. He felt the nipple with
his thumb. It was very hard, and so was he.
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Cynthia jumped up and went to her cell phone, which was lying on the
kitchen counter. She walked back into the living room with the phone to
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Chapter 26
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view mirror.
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They went to the first convenience store they could find to pick up some
adult diapers. Mallie Mae had reluctantly put on a pair. Then they had

stopped for hamburgers at a Sonic Drive In.

O3EA8O0 AAAT EAEETI Ch EAOI 80 OEAe EA O
Macy was glad it was too dark for BEmoto OAA EAO AAAA 0OOOI
AT Ul O 1T AAT eo

O3EA8O0 AAAT DPOAOGAT AET ¢ O EAOA 11 UEA
O7TEU x1 O A OEA Al OEAOQeo

041 AOEOA T A ATA #AOOEA APAOO8S

-AAU AEAT 60 OPAAE8 3EA 1T TEAA OOOAEC
O!'TA Ui & xAOA ET 11 EOh xAOAT 860 UT Oe
She haddreaded this moment. As soon as Mie Mae had drafted her into

the scheme, Macy knew it would end badly. Any chances she might have

had with EImo were about to evgorate. But she might as well get it over
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hospital? They would have gladly taken you back. And you know | would
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He finally knew the answer. But how could he have been so clueless? he
wondered. Earlier in the evening, on the dance floor, he had seethe love
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years? They had been great friends, spending most nights watching TV or
movies together. At 22, she was a sweet, alluring presence. But because of
the age gap, he had foced himself to think of her as a sister. It was the only
way he could trick himself into keeping his hands off her. And it helped

him quell the powerful fantasies of making love to her.
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before now. Maybe a better question was why he had not wondered about
these things before. Had he been playing games with himset#f and with
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If Macy had not been living in the house, maybe EImo waild have found
love years earlier. And if he got married, the wife would probably want
Macy to go. Carsie had been aggresve in advancing her relationship with
ElImo. She had made him realize he was letting his prime years slip away.
He needed to make upfor lost time? and she would help him do it. She
had replaced Macy as his TV buddy. And she had been relelatss in
pushing him toward the altar.
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Elmo glanced at her. A 37, she was at the height of her beauty and sexual
power. He felt incredibly lucky. He would not waste another day. He
reached over and picked up her hand and brought it to his lips.

And when he kissed the back of her hand, she knew exactly what he was
thinking. He was not going to marry Carsie. Apparently his feelings for
Carsie held no comparison to his longhidden love for Macy.

This was a scenario she had dreamed many times. EImo finally saw the
light, and they would live happily ever after. But this was not a dream. Was
it? No, this was real.

Then Macy thought about Mallie Mae. She knew Mallie Mae would be

happy about the breakup of EImo and Carsie. But how would she feel about
Elmo and Macy? And what about the acdlent at the restaurant? Had

Mallie Mae faked it? If so, she had left Macy out of the loop. And that
would be a first.

Mallie Mae lay content in the back seat with her eyes closed. Now maybe
she really would go to sleep.
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The women studied Jake. He looked like he really might do it.

Jake was living a nightmare. He should have just gone to the police and
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had killed a woman in the parking lot, and he knew by Texas law he would

be charged with murder too? as though he himself had plunged that
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he shot all four of the old women and Carnieright now. He almost wished
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the gun on himself.

Then he remembered the gun was not loaded. And why was he kidding
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Greg was driving above the speed Iimit.O0) 61 OOOA OEAB8O
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Red lights were flashing in the WalMart parking lot. When they got closer

they could see the ambulance and three Coreyjlle police cars. There were
at least a hundred people trying to get a look.

Greg parked the car and they hurriedtoward the spectacle.
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They made their way through the crowd.
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It was inside the roped area.
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One of the cops saw them approaching and started walking toward them,
holding out his hand, ordering them to stay back.
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When the other officers and paramedics opened a path for them, they
could see the body lying on the pavement with a sheet over it.
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chest. She was sobbing uncontrollably.
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Cynthia cried harder.

One of the paramedics uncovered the face.
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A woman had just broken through the crowd and run to the body.
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Greg and Cynthia turned and walked away.
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Chapter 27

Carnie drove the van into the barn and killed the engine. She and Jake had
successfully abducted fow women for her fake clinical trial.
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woman.
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Jake got out, openedthe sliding door and motioned for the women to exit

the van. He held the gun on them as they stepped out. His hand was
getting so shaky it seemed as though it mightfire accidentally at any

second.

O/ EAUR 1 AOG8O CAO UI OO TAIAOG AT A AcAO
O" AOGUWOT (18 o & 8 dightly Etdcky xadappeared to be quite
0001 1T ¢ Al AhellarddiaOFaidi as though she might try to grab

her at any moment and wrestle her to the ground.
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was whiter than baby powder.
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proud.
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the disease. And thenone of you will be miraculously cured.d
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Carnie led them to the tool shed. Jake followed up the rear with the gun.

Carnie turned the knob and kicked the door a couple of times to open it.
She stepped in and walked across the dirt floor to the other door.
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As Betsy took the first step down, she thought about slarming the door
behind her, jumping down on Carnie, and snagping her neck like a twig.
Then the other women could take care of Jake. He was so nervous he might
drop the gun. But then she looked back and saw Ellen already stepping
down behind her.

Ellen was working on a plot of her own. What would happen if she fainted
or fell down a couple of stairs? she wondered. She might end up breaking
an arm or a leg. Then what would they do with her? Woul they take her to
a real hospital? Or would they shoot her like a lame horse in an old
western? Maybe she needed a better plan.
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his rudeness than his talk of shooting her.

Beverly thought it best to keep her mouth shut. What must Cynthia and
Greg be thinking right now? Surely they had gone to WalMart looking for
her. She felt as much concern for her daughter as for herself. Cynthia
would be worried sick.

Carnie led the group through the curvy wooden corridor, which seemed to
lead to a dead end. But then they began to see light in the distance,
growing brighter as they got closer.

They walked into the large room and looked around.
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It was a four-bed ward, like one you might see in a real hogital. Each bed

had a nightstand, but they were missirg one standard item: a telephone.

There was a couch on the far wall and a table in the corner stacked with
various medical supplies and linens.

Carnie picked up a stack of gowns and threw one to each of the women.
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All four women looked at Jake.
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Sersing they were in more danger than before, now that Carnie was

holding the gun, they quickly selected their beds and began to take off
their clothes and lay them on their beds.
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Jake picked up the bag, walked over to Carnie and talked softly ther with
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pulled out a set of handcuffs. He cuffed her right wrist to the stainless steel
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her bed and slapped her hard in the face.

It gave Betsy such an adrenalin rush, she tried yank the bedrails free and
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But the only thin g she accomplished was to bruisdier wrists.

While Jake handcuffed the other women, Cariie walked to the table that
had medical supplies sitting on top of it . She pcked up four syringes and
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Jake winced. Hedefinitely x T O1 A Thélpinhg itA that.
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back seat. They were about an hour from home.
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always finds a way to spoil your party. But this time | think it will be
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Chapter 28

Greg had looked down every isle in WalMart, but could not find Beverly.
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Finally Greg went to customer service and asked that Beverly be paged.
While he was waiting, he noticed a display of flashlights and decided to
buy two large ones and some batries.

There was no response from the page.
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O) @1 E BiHexh8ndled Cynthia a flashlight and then clicked his on and
began to shine it in and around the car. Then he cheked underneath.
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car to retrieve the keys.
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Cynthia reached dowvn and took the keys and shined her flashlight on
them.
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Cynthia walked over to one of the cops who were working the murder
scene. Greg followed her.
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Cynthia.






